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Homework Policy
Mission Statement

The main foundation for this policy is Bedford Hall Methodist Primary School’s Mission Statement. It underpins all school life and is strived to be met by all involved with the school.

“Bedford Hall Methodist primary School strives to provide a caring environment in which every individual can achieve his or her full potential.

To achieve this we wish to create a happy, secure and purposeful atmosphere throughout the school, which is based on Christian values.”

What are the aims of this policy?

· To ensure a consistent approach to homework throughout the school.

· To ensure that teachers, parents and children have a clear understanding regarding expectations for homework.

· To ensure that teachers, parents and children are fully aware of the role they play with regard to homework.

What is the purpose of homework?
· To develop the relationship between home and school

· To consolidate, reinforce and extend skills and understanding particularly in Literacy and Numeracy.

· To provide opportunities for parents and children to work together.

· To allow parents to gain an understanding of what children are learning in school.

· To allow children to progress towards becoming more independent learners.
· To encourage children to develop the skills, confidence and self-discipline needed for individual study

· To prepare the children for the requirements of Secondary School
What is the role of the school?

· To provide parents with a clear policy regarding homework.

· To ensure this policy is fully and consistently followed.

· To provide support for parents with information about homework.

· To provide support for children with the running of a homework club.

What is the role of the teacher?

· To plan and set a programme of homework that is appropriate to the needs of the child.

· To ensure all children understand the homework they have been given.

· To mark and give feedback about homework.

· To be available to talk to parents and children about homework.

· To inform parents if there is a problem regarding homework.

What is the role of the parent?

· To support the child in completing homework.

· To ensure the child completes homework to a high standard and hands it in on time.

· To provide the appropriate conditions for the child to complete the homework.

· To provide the appropriate resources for the child to complete the homework.

What is the role of the child?

· To ensure they have everything they need to complete homework each week.

· To make sure they understand the tasks that have been set.

· To put in the same level of effort as would be expected of class work. 

· To hand the homework in on time.

· To take on board any feedback about homework.

Homework should not be seen as formal exercises for children to do without help. The involvement of parents or carers is vitally important, not only in assisting the child to make educational progress but also to reinforce the values of learning. Homework activities will vary in length, the precise amount of time spent on homework is less important than the quality of work produced.
How much homework will children be set?

Children in Reception will be sent home with books to share along with key words and phonics. These activities work best under the motto “little and often”

Children in Year 1 & 2  should spend time each day reading, learning key words and phonics. They will also have spellings to learn each week. In addition they will have 1 other piece of homework which could relate to literacy, Numeracy or topic work. This homework may not always be a written piece of work but may be based around talking to your child about a particular subject.

Children in Years 3 & 4 should spend time each evening reading at home. They will also have spelling to learn each week. In addition to this they will have upto 2 pieces of homework each week which could relate to literacy, Numeracy or topic work. 

Children in Years 5 & 6 should spend time each evening reading at home. They will also have spelling to learn each week. In addition to this they will have  2 pieces of homework each week which could relate to literacy, Numeracy or topic work.

How can parents find out more information about homework?

At the start of the year each teacher will inform the parents about homework about their class. Teachers will have different systems for setting and handing in homework and they will tell parents and children about this at the beginning of the year. If parents need advice on how to support their children with homework then they can talk to the class teacher or the Learning Mentor. 

What about children who don’t complete homework?

The expectation is that children will complete homework. Teachers will keep records of children completing homework and these records will be checked on a regular basis. If there are any problems with children not completing homework then the teacher will speak to parents to find out why.
From the Spring term onwards in Year 2 upto Year 6 there may be occasions when a child will miss playtime, some of a lunch time or golden time if they have not completed homework.

What  is the role of the Homework Club?
· To provide support for children experiencing difficulties completing their homework.

· To offer parents information about and strategies for completing homework.

· To provide a suitable environment for the completion of homework.

· To give children the skills to become independent learners.
· This is currently run for Year 6 children.
