
 Nursery Long Term Plan 2025-6 

 Autumn 1 

All about me 

Autumn 2 

The woodland, 

Celebrations 

Spring 1 

Adventures 

Spring 2 

Change and growth 

Summer 1 

Animals  

Summer 2 

Journeys 

Prime areas 

Communication & 

Language 

Wellcomm 

assessments to be 

completed and 

interventions 

carried out 

Family Photos 

 Settling in and 

making 

relationships 

Learning routines 

  

 

 

Retelling stories 

and repeating 

refrains. 

 

Talking about 

celebrations in 

own lives 

Seasonal changes  

 

Santa’s presents 

Book: Dear Santa 

 

 

Rhyme Week  

 

Talking tub -

autumn objects, 

potatoes, apples, 

pumpkins 

Wellcomm assessments 

to be completed and 

interventions carried 

out.        

We’re going on a bear 

hunt -learn refrain. 

Deep dive        

Traditional tales – learn 

repeated phrases 

Learning about different 

cultures (Africa) 

Chinese new year 

National storytelling 

week 

Valentines day 

Talking tub -trad tales , 

wolf 

Welcoming Spring 

Talk about growth and 

change of chicks, 

caterpillars, butterflies, 

plants 

Talking tub – life cycles, 

growth 

Daily poems, rhymes, 

stories 

Model language that 

promotes thinking with 

open ended questions. 

 

Wellcomm 

assessments to be 

completed and 

interventions carried 

out 

Book: Dear Zoo 

(revealing the 

animals) 

Tiger who came to tea 

Tea party 

Talking tub - animal 

names and habitats 

 

Holidays 

3 Bears Cottage tuft 

tray enhancement 

Talking tub -globe, 

maps etc 

Oracy/texts/ 

Stories and 

rhymes 

Owl babies 

Maisy Goes To 

Nursery  

Mummy, Mama 

and Me  

Daddy, Papa and 

Me  

Walking through 

the jungle (rhyme 

and story) 

What I like about 

me 

 

         Stickman 

Gruffalo 

Gruffalo’s Child 

Dear Santa 

Red Sled 

The Nativity 

(Usborne) 

When Santa Got 

Stuck Up The 

Chimney 

Jingle Bells  

Shark in the Park 

Nursery rhyme 

books and props 

 

We’re going on a bear 

hunt 

Three little pigs 

Three Billy Goats gruff 

Rapunzel 

Wind The Bobbin Up  

Hickory Dickory Dock 

Wheels On The Bus 

Heres a little poem 

Brown bear 

Harry and the dinosaurs 

That’s not my dinosaur! 

 

Going on an egg hunt 

Spring 

Growing patterns  

Oh dear! 

Hungry Caterpillar 

 

 

Chicks (Here’s A Little 

Poem) 

Higgly Hen 

Chick Chick Chicken 

 

 

Dear Zoo 

Down In The Jungle  

Old McDonalds’ Farm 

(sign and sing) 

Noah’s Ark   

Tiger who came to tea 

Elmer 

 

 

Rosie’s Walk 

Farmer Duck 

When Goldilocks Went 

To The House of the 

Bears 

Goldilocks And The 

Three Bears story 

Sprinkler (A Stick Is An 

Excellent Thing) 

Billy goats gruff 

The very hungry 

caterpillar 

Max and Lemon 

around the world 

My world your world 

Physical 

Development 

Autumn Treasure bags – (to enhance 

small world play) (Link with visit to 

Lilford Park) 

Exploring pumpkins and other 

squashes(painting and hammering 

etc) 

Going On A Bear Hunt - 

Making trails using large 

equipment 

Exploring the large field 

area searching for bears 

Going on an Egg hunt in 

the courtyard. 

Easter egg hunting at 

RHS 

Zoo yoga and various 

animal themed yoga 

sessions 

Balancing on one foot 

Moving like an animal 

Parachute Games and 

Rhymes (balance and 

spatial awareness)  

Going On A Bug Hunt 

(fine motor skills, 



Autumnal collages (using tools) 

Clay owls and hedgehogs 

(manipulation) 

Movement and music in response to 

new music 

Fine motor activities to increase hand 

strength -dough disco, Write dance, 

threading, scissors 

Big bikes, parachute 

Using crates and planks 

to create houses similar 

to our own or recreating 

3 little pigs 

Various cosmic kids 

yoga sessions linking to 

focus books. 

Throwing and catching 

Dough disco, Write 

dance, scribble club, 

threading  

Music and movement -

emerging from a cocoon 

into butterflies 

Fine motor activities -

dough disco, write 

dance 

 

 

Dough disco, Write 

dance, scribble club, 

threading 

 

gross motor skills, 

sensory development) 

Dough disco, Write 

dance, scribble club, 

threading   

Outdoor fixed climbing frame, trikes, tyres, planks and crates, mark making materials 

Snack area, daily and lunch time routines  

Enhancements through provision  

Oracy/texts/ 

Stories and 

rhymes 

I Can See Apples  

Two Little Dickie 

Birds 

Brown Bear Brown 

Bear 

That’s Not My 

(sensory books) 

Action rhymes and 

songs -Heads, 

shoulders etc 

 

Tree 

Leaves In The 

Autumn  

Hilly Billy Hedgehog  

I Can See Apples 

That’s Not 

My(sensory  books) 

  It’s A Little Baby 

Red Sled 

Action rhymes eg if 

you’re happy and 

you know it 

 

Wind The Bobbin Up  

Hickory Dickory Dock 

Wheels On The Bus 

That’s Not My (sensory 

books) 

Heads, Shoulders, Knees 

& Toes 

We’re going on a bear 

hunt 

3 little pigs  

Whose toes are those? 

Action rhymes -one 

finger one thumb 

 

Just Watch (Here’s A Little Poem) 

Hokey Cokey 

At The Building Site 

That’s Not My (sensory books) 

Dear Zoo (and other lift the flap books) 

We’re Going On An Egg Hunt (re-call bear hunt 

too) 

The Very Hungry Caterpillar 

 

Me and my amazing body 

The magic moment 

Action rhymes eg I’ve got a body, Alice the 

Camel  

 

 

Dear Zoo (and other 

lift the flap books) 

That’s Not My (sensory 

books) 

Hokey Cokey 

Here We Go Round 

The Mulberry Bush 

Stomp 

 

Action rhymes Five 

little speckled frogs 

Wiggle clap and tap 

PSED This is me  

Settling In. 

(Rules and 

routines of the 

room) 

SCARF -marvellous 

me, Im special, 

people who are 

special to me 

 

Diwali  

Firework Painting 

Remembrance Day  

Christmas  

Similarities and 

differences 

between each 

other. 

SCARF -keeping 

safe 

Feelings -naming and talking about feelings, 

zones of regulation 

Valentines day 

Chinese New Year 

Mothers Day Stay and Play  

SCARF -being my best, what does my body need 

 

Changes/Transitions  

Looking after our environment – Our Earth 

Looking after our caterpillars  

Sports day stay and play 

SCARF-valuing difference, friends and family, 

including everyone, Rights and 

responsibilities, looking after myself, others 

and the environment   

Oracy/texts/ 

Stories and 

rhymes 

Dressing Too 

Quickly (Here’s A 

Little Poem)  

Something About 

Me (Here’s A Little 

Poem) 

Maisy Goes To 

Nursery 

The Nativity 

(Usborne) 

When Santa Got 

Stuck Up The 

Chimney 

Jingle Bells 

Colour Monster 

Guess How Much I Love 

You 

Tiger Time To Take A 

Bath 

After My Bath (Here’s A 

Little Poem) 

My Puppy (Here’s A 

Little Poem) 

My Mum 

We’re Going On An Egg 

Hunt  

Easter story  

In my heart 

A little bit different 

Oi Frog! 

Bear feels sad 

Tiger Time To Take a 

Bath 

 

Feargal is fuming 

I’m a Feelosaur 

Elmer 

All kinds of people 

Hello World 

Pants  

No More Nappies 

I’m Small (Here’s A 

Little Poem)  

Recipe For Green 

(Here’s A Little Poem) 

The feelings hotel 

Dirty Bertie 



Owl babies 

My magic family 

The family book 

All about you 

Things I like 

I’m special, I’m me 

Only one you  

My body! What I 

say goes! 

Let’s make faces 

We’re Going On A Bear 

Hunt (exploring 

emotions through play 

and story)  

You choose 

 

 

 

All kinds of homes I don’t want to wash 

my hands 

Developing independence through daily snack/meal times, oral hygiene, handwashing and toileting. Self-regulation, Self-registration. 

Our Christian value of Love feeds through planning across the year 

Specific areas 

Literacy 

 

Autumn/woodland theme – 

Orally retelling stories 

Joining in with book reading 

Write dance 

Dough disco 

 

Adventures theme -

We’re going on a bear 

hunt  

 

Handwriting patterns 

 

Scribble club 

Story Dough 

Early phonic activities 

Scribble it 

Play projects 

Early phonic activities 

Scribble it 

Play projects 

 

Early phonic activities 

 

Writing name 

Oracy/texts/ 

Stories and 

rhymes 

 

Owl babies 

Autumn/woodland theme – books 

around the theme 

Brown Bear, Brown Bear What Do You 

See?  

Celebrations stories eg -Little Glow 

Dear Santa 

Mummy, Mama and Me 

Daddy, Papa and Me 

 

Grandpa (Here’s A Little Poem) 

My Sister (Here’s A Little Poem) 

My Brother (Here’s A Little Poem) 

Grandmas Lullaby (Here’s A Little 

Poem) 

 

Adventures theme -

We’re going on a bear 

hunt  

Sun, wind, rain, snow 

Books Around Love 

(Valentine’s Day) – 

Guess How Much I Love 

You 

Traditional tales 

Three little Pigs (National 

storytelling week) 

3 little pigs masks to re-

create story and tuft tray 

set up 

 

Goldilocks and the 

Three Bears  

Billy Goats Gruff 

Stick man 

  

Growth and change 

stories 

Sound button books 

We’re going on an egg 

hunt 

 

The Very Hungry 

Caterpillar  

In The Garden 

 

Animal stories 

-zoo and farm 

A Musical Family 

(Here’s A Little Poem) 

The Older The Violin 

The Sweeter The Tune 

Dear Zoo  

Shapes and Colours 

Chicks (Here’s A Little 

Poem) 

Higgly Hen 

 

Elmer 

Rosie’s Walk 

Farmer Duck 

 

 

Stories about journeys 

and holidays 

 

A Circle of Sun (Here’s 

A Little Poem) 

Wonders of the World 

Our Wonderful world 

 

A range of books, stories, poems and songs (nursery rhyme spoons) are covered throughout the year. The books in bold above direct some planned 

activities.  Write dance, early phonics listening activities 

Mathematics 

 

Autumn Treasure Bag (sorting and 

counting) 

 

Sorting , matching, size comparison, 

sequencing. Counting, subitising to 3 

Bear hunt (positional 

language)  

3 little pigs hunt 

(positional language) 

 

Sorting by colour using 

sorting bears (primary 

colours) 

Exploring large and 

small. 

 

Counting to 3 using 

rhymes 

 

Shape Hunt Around 

School (2D Shape 

recognition)  

Shape Pictures 

(arranging shapes in 

patterns)  

 

Goldilocks and Three 

Bears Cottage 

Billy goats gruff 

The Very hungry 

caterpillar 

 (comparing size and 

counting to 3)  

 



 

Counting to 3 (3 little 

pigs) 

          Inset puzzles 

Subitising, size 

comparison, pattern, 

positional language, 

shape 

Handas surprise-looking 

at fruits-colours, shape 

and size. 

 

Counting accurately to 5 

Linking numerals to 5 

Measuring -

long/short/heavy/light/

empty/full 

2D and 3D shape 

 

Linking numerals to 

numbers to 5 

Begin 1 more/ 1 less 

Patterns 

Begin to recognise 

numbers to 10 

Pattern 

Oracy/texts/ 

Stories and 

rhymes 

5 In The Bed book/rhyme  

I Can See Apples  

Two Little Dickie Birds 

Number Rhymes- 5 little ducks, frogs, 

currant buns, 5 cheeky monkeys 

Wheels on the bus 

The perfect fit 

When Goldilocks went to the house of 

the bears 

Owl babies 

5 Little Monkeys  

Where’s Spot? 

Hickory Dickory Dock  

Incy Wincy   

Hide and Seek poem 

Halfway Down (Here’s A 

Little Poem) 

Days of the week song 

 

We’re going on an egg 

hunt 

Handa’s Surprise 

5 Current Buns 

Easter rhymes 

The Hungry Caterpillar 

The Little red hen 

 

 

5 Little Peas 

Toddle Waddle  

5 Little Speckled Frogs 

Shapes and Colours  

Old MacDonald 

Dear Zoo 

Pattern Fish 

Wind The Bobbin Up  

The Very Hungry 

Caterpillar  

When Goldilocks Went 

To The House of the 

Bears 

Goldilocks And The 

Three Bears story  

Billy goats gruff 

Understanding 

The World 

Wild wings birds 

of prey trip  

 

Trip to lilford 

woods   

Family history 

Harvest 

Changes in 

seasons 

  
 

Autumn Treasure 

Bag 

Joining in with 

family customs and 

routines and 

recognise special 

times or events for 

family or friends  

Changes in seasons 

and weather 

Diwali  

Bonfire night 

Christmas  

 

Bible stories 

 

 

We’re going on the bear 

hunt- exploring textures 

from the book 

 

Walk in local area- 

random act of kindness 

 

3 little pigs 

Exploring textures and 

materials 

Exploring blowing using 

bubbles, hairdryers and 

balloons 

Where we live 

Structures 

Exploring Easter and the 

bible story using online 

content to support. 

 

Planting planters with 

edible fruit/veg to grow 

over the summer 

 

Exploring growth and 

care of plants. 

 

Animal lifecycles  

How we have changed 

over time 

Chicks? 

Visit to Smithills farm 

 

Litter Picking Around 

School and exploring 

our environment 

(Earth day) 

 

Farm visit /visitor  

Animal facts 

 

RE -significant events 

and experience 

Going On A Bug Hunt 

 

Watching caterpillars 

turn into butterflies 

 

Looking after our 

world /the 

environment 

 

Chapel visit 

 

Holidays in their own 

lifetime and parents 

Growing flowers and vegetables and tending to these  

Cookery  

Oracy/texts/ 

Stories and 

rhymes 

Brown Bear Brown 

Bear  

That’s Not My 

(animal series) 

Incy Wincy 

My family 

 

A Wet and Windy 
Harvest for 

Puddles  
 

 

Owl Babies 

Dipal’s Divali 

Tree 

Leaves In The 

Autumn  

Hilly Billy Hedgehog  

I Can See Apples 

  Puddles and the 
Christmas Play  

 

We’re going on a bear 

hunt 

Wind  

3 little pigs 

In the Beginning  
My Christian Family  

Seven New Kitten 

 

Growing patterns 

Spring 

This little seed 

 

Higgly Hen  

Peck, Peck, Peck 

Oh Dear! 

Chick Chick Chicken 

I’m A Little Chick 

Rain Rain Go Away  

I Hear Thunder 

Two Little Dicky Birds 

Row, Row Row Your 

Boat 

Twinkle Twinkle  

Recipe For Green 

(Here’s A Little Poem) 

A Parade of Animals 

The Very Hungry 

Caterpillar 

5 Little Peas 

In The Garden 

Michael Recycle 

What a waste 

Whale and the snail 

Shark in the dark 

The dot 

  

The Tiny Ants  
My Muslim Family  
God’s Quiet things  

 My Christian Family  



 

 

Expressive Arts & 

Design 

Rhyme Week 

Make Clay Hedgehogs  

Poppies 

Mary Tuthill 

Bonfire art 

Autumnal Collage - Andy Goldsworthy 

focus  

Christmas Card/gifts making  

Christmas songs and crafts 

Music vocab -soft/loud/quick/slow 

Body percussion 

Exploring how sounds can be changed 

on untuned percussion 

Ring games 

Kandinsky 

Colour mixing 

Dance linked to seasons 

We’re going on a bear 

hunt- creating 

binoculars, paw print 

pictures, bear hunt yoga 

 

Exploring colours  

Listening to narrated 

musical stories 

Michael Jantzen 

 

3 little pigs masks to re-

create story 

 

Constructing with a 

purpose in mind 

Moving pictures-slider 

 

 

 

Shape Collages – Piet 

Mondrian focus 

 

Spring creations 

 

Easter creations 

 

Mothers day creations 

and learning poems and 

songs for a mothers day 

stay and play 

performance 

 

Picasso 

 

Music-developing 

control on untuned 

instruments 

Jackson Pollock/ Andy Warhol 

 

Music – making rhythmic patterns on 

untuned instruments and begin to keep a 

beat. Accompany familiar rhytmes and 

chants 

Observational Drawing 

Textiles -sewing binca 

Weaving 

Sophie Roet 

Mark Rothco 

Possibilities 

 

Levers -pivot 

 

Oracy/texts/ 

Stories and 

rhymes 

The Nativity  

Rhyme Week Songs x5  

When Santa Got Stuck Up the Chimney  

Jingle Bells  

Leaves In The Autumn  

Hilly Billy Hedgehog  

I Can See Apples 

Handas Suprise 

Wind The Bobbin Up  

Hickory Dickory Dock 

Wheels On The Bus 

3 little pig rhymes 

Poems To Perform (Julia 

Donaldson) 

  

 

Heads, Shoulders, Knees & Toes  

If You’re Happy And You Know It  

Hokey Cokey  

 

Nursery rhymes and songs 

Good to be me 

I once saw an elephant 

 

 

The very hungry 

caterpillar 

Rainbow Song  

 

I am the music man 

 

Parental 

Partnership 

Autumn Treasure 

Bags sent home 

for children to 

collect Autumn 

items 

Parents to send 

family photos 

Wellcomm 

activities weekly 

Wellcomm 

activities weekly 

Christmas Stay and 

Play 

Parents to send pictures 

of the front of their 

houses 

Valentines stay and play 

National storytelling 

week (book swop 

Wellcomm activities 

weekly 

Mother’s day stay and 

play 

Easter bonnet/egg 

competition with cake 

and coffee 

Wellcomm activities 

weekly 

Get caught reading 

parental engagement 

Wellcomm activities 

weekly 

Sports Day stay and 

play 

End of Year Party/Trip 

Wellcomm activities 

weekly 

 


